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MISINFORMATION AT MARICOPA COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY 

Though b i l l e d  as "noncontroversial"  and " informative,"  t h e  p re sen ta t ion  on nuc lear  war 
at  t h e  December meeting of t h e  Maricopa County Medical Soc ie ty  w a s  h ighly p o l i t i c a l  
and f u l l  of e r r o r s .  

Representing Phys ic ians  f o r  S o c i a l  Respons ib i l i t y ,  Dr. Lockwood of t h e  Universi ty  of 
Texas Health Sc iences  Center  d i scussed  t h e  e f f e c t s  of nuc lear  weapons and proposed 
defens ive  systems. I n  what was poss ib ly  a s l i p  of t h e  tongue, t h i s  prominent neuro logis t  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  nervous system e f f e c t s  of i n t e n s e  r a d i a t i o n  as t h e  "card iovascular  
syndrome. 'I 

More misleading even t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  e r r o r s  were t h e  omissions.  Although he d e t a i l e d  
t h e  well-known d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t r e a t i n g  ex tens ive  burns,  Dr. Lockwood d i d  not mention 
t h a t  simple p r o t e c t i v e  measures could d r a s t i c a l l y  reduce t h e  number of burns.  
desc r ib ing  t h e  "zones of des t ruc t ion ' '  around t h e  de tona t ion  of a warhead, he ignored 
t h e  inc reas ing  numbers of su rv ivo r s  i n  t h e  o u t e r  zones. 
about t h e  extensive and c o s t l y  Sovie t  c i v i l  defense system, which involves  all c i t i z e n s  
from second grade through r e t i r emen t ,  was, as usua l ,  r i d i c u l e  and h a l f  t r u t h s .  

To "prove" t h a t  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  defense i n i t i a t i v e  would be insupportably expensive 
as we l l  as f u t i l e ,  D r .  Lockwood c i t e d  f i g u r e s  from t h e  Union of Concerned S c i e n t i s t s .  
Th i s  group has  i t s e l f  admit ted t o  e r r o r s  i n  t h e s e  c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  though i n  a roundabout 
was t h a t  doesn ' t  q u i t e  g e t  a c r o s s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  one l i t t l e  mistake turned  a 25 t o n  
s a t e l l i t e  i n t o  a 40,000 t o n  sa te l l i t e .  The r e p o r t  i s  analyzed i n  d e t a i l  by Robert 
Jastrow i n  t h e  December i s s u e  of Commentary. 

On pub l i c  h e a l t h  i s s u e s  t h i s  important ,  t h e  medical soc i e ty  h a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
provide i t s  members with r e l i a b l e  information.  

I n  

H i s  response t o  ques t ions  

W i l l  they g ive  equal  t ime t o  DDP? 
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TUCSON MEEL'ING 

STAR WARS: CREATIVE ALTERNATIVE TO A 
GENOCIDAL DEFENSE POLICY i s  t h e  sub jec t  
of a s l i d e  p re sen ta t ion  by B i l l  Anderson 
of t h e  Op t i ca l  Sc iences  Dept . ,  Universi ty  

Dining Room D at  Arizona Heal th  Sc iences  
Center  on Thursday, January 31, from t o  be t h e  Negative. 
7 : O O  t o  8:30 p.m. 
t h e  cafe te r ia  of Universi ty  Hosp i t a l .  

NEED A SPEAKER? 

CALL DDP SPEAKERS 

We'd l i k e  t o  present  
both sides.  

BURElAU of Arizona. The t a l k  w i l l  be he ld  i n  But SO far, w e  haven"'t 
found anybody w i l l i n g  

The room opens from 
325-2689 

Volunteers? 
............................................ 



TUCSON OPEN UNIVERSITY LISTS DDP COURSE G O V E ~ N T  RENOUNCES C I V I L  DEFENSE 

The dourse Is There Surv iva l  i n  t h e  Nuclear The f e d e r a l  government now recognizes  
Age? has  been l i s t e d  again by Tucson Open t h a t  our  technologica l ly  dependent 
Universi ty .  

The class w i l l  meet two Thursday evenings, Thus, t h e  new National  Disaster Medical 
Feb. 14 and 22, from 7 : O O  t o  9 : O O  p.m., at 
t h e  Pima County Medical Society Building,  
5199 E .  Farness .  
south on Rosemont, and l e f t  on Farness . )  
The r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee  i s  $10. 

The curriculum w i l l  inc lude  an in t roduc t ion  The f e d e r a l  government does not p lan  
t o  r a d i a t i o n  physics;  nuc lear  weapons t o  provide much funding t o  t h e  venture .  
e f f e c t s  and p ro tec t ive  measures; t h e  a f t e r -  Most of t h e  budget i s  being funneled 
math of nuc lear  w a r ,  inc luding  "nuclear  from t h e  Pub l i c  Health Serv ice .  Suppl ies  
win ter . "  D r .  Orient  w i l l  be t h e  i n s t r u c t o r .  and equipment are t o  be salvaged from 

t h e  packaged d i s a s t e r  h o s p i t a l s  of t h e  
To s ign  up, cal l  TOU at  622-0179 o r  884-5055 1960's (an idea  proposed by DDP a f e w  
o r  w r i t e  1041 E .  6 th  S t  ., Tucson 85719. yea r s  ago--as a s tar t ) ,  

temporary 200-bed h o s p i t a l s  were i n i t i a l l y  
planned. About 2500 were d i s t r i b u t e d  
before  t h e  program w a s  abandoned due t o  
high cos t .  I n  a recent  inventory,  t h e  
government managed t o  f i n d  some 400 (1 @) 
o f  them, i n  va r ious  states o f  p reserva t ion .  

soc i e ty  i s  subjec t  t o  d i s a s t e r s  t h a t  
could cause unprecedented mass c a s u a l t i e s .  

System (NDMS) has  been developed. 
Thomas P. Reutershan of t h e  Department 
of Health and Human Se rv ices  (HHS) 
v i s i t e d  Tucson on January 10 t o  expla in  
t h e  system and s o l i c i t  support .  

(From Grant Rd. , t u r n  

About 8000 

27 K I L L E D  I N  COAL MINE 

Christmas brought bad news t o  a number of 
Utah f a m i l i e s .  

Underground coal  mining remains one of t h e  
most dangerous occupations.  One l i f e  i s  NDMS in t ends  t o  s h i e l d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
l o s t  f o r  every $5.2 mi l l i on  of coa l  pro- from l i a b i l i t y  claims, t o  organize 
duced, i n  con t r a s t  t o  $200 mi l l i on  worth o f  d i s a s t e r  exe rc i se s ,  and t o  provide 
c a r s  o r  $62 mi l l i on  worth of chemicals education and t r a i n i n g .  Its main 
( ca l cu la t ed  before  t h e  Bhopal t ragedy) ,  con t r ibu t ion  appears  t o  be i t s  expe r t i s e  

i n  management. Otherwise, t h e  program 
But improved mine sa fe ty  i s  very expensive,  i s  t o  be a showcase of p r i v a t e  volunteer  
To save a s ing le  l i f e  by t i gh ten ing  sa fe ty  e f f o r t .  
r egu la t ions  c o s t s  about $22 mi l l ion .  
much cheaper way i s  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  uranium What about c i v i l  defense? Although 
f o r  coa l  whenever poss ib le .  t o  be coordinated through military 
i s  a l s o  dangerous, but  much less  must be and Veterans Adminis t ra t ion h o s p i t a l s ,  
mined t o  provide equivalent  amounts of NDMS doesn ' t  have much t o  do with t h e  
energy. c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  mandated func t ion  of 

providing f o r  t h e  common defense.  I n  
For  comparison, s u l f u r  scrubbers  i n  power t h e  event of a nuc lear  w a r ,  t h e  c i t i z e n s  
p l a n t s  cos t  only $320,000 p e r  l i f e  saved, a r e  on t h e i r  own. NDMS claims t o  have 

nothing t o  o f f e r .  as d i d  au to  sa fe ty  improvements between 
1966 and 1.969. Mobile card iac  emergency 
u n i t s  cos t  $30,000 p e r  l i f e  saved, as do If Ca l i fo rn ia  has  an earthquake, NDMS 
cancer  screening programs. Vaccines f o r  might send t h e  Rural-Metro F i r e  Department 

t o  he lp  ou t .  ch i ld ren  i n  poor coun t r i e s  are cheap: 
p e r  l i f e  saved. Food f o r  overseas  r e l i e f  
c o s t s  $5300 pe r  l i f e  saved. DDP has  posed t h e  question: 

f e d e r a l  government i s  respons ib le  f o r  
Is c i v i l  defense too  expensive? A space i n  c i v i l  defense? Reutershan only knows 

t h a t  i t ' s  not NDMS. a b l a s t  s h e l t e r  c o s t s  about $2000. 

A 

Uranium mining 

$25 

who i n  t h e  


